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The Theatres, &e. 


Sapier’s Wetts.—Mr F. Belton, the pro- 
prietor of this theatre, has set a most liberal ex- 
ample by giving a free benefit to the widow 
and other persons who suffered from the late 
calamitous fire in Gray’s Inn-lane. On Friday 
last the proprietor was at considerable expense 
and trouble to endeavour to raise a sum adequate 
to the necessities of these poor sufferers, and 
from the programme put forth we anticipated the 
object would be a success. The procession to the 
theatre was to consist of a portion of the Clerken- 
well Volunteers, the firemen with their engines, 
and a band of music. At the appointed time 
(six o’clock) a goodly number of anxious specta- 
tors assembled round the theatre, awaiting the 
coming of the procession. Up to seven o’clock 
there was no glimpse of this taking place, to the 
great disappointment of the public, as also to the 
proprietor of the theatre. The time had now 
arrived when the performance commenced with a 
slender but respectable audience. The first piece 
being over, the curtain was drawn up and on the 
stage about forty firemen were placed in a circular 
form which had a pleasing effect, and the worthy 
proprietor came in the centre of the circle and 
delivered the following address. He was most 
enthusiastically received and was very happy in 
his delivery, which he rendered with considerable 
pathetic feeling and power. We are not in 
possession of the name of the person who was to 
attend the formalities of the programme, he was 
either disqualified for the undertakivg or grossly 
neglected his duty, and we consider it a gross 
insult to the proprieter of the theatre, a great 
disappointment to the public and to the cause of 
humanity. 


THE BRAVE FIREMAN. 


Homewarps past the fire-escape 
I mark its tall fantastic shape, 
As it leans against the sky ; 
The fireman stands by his quaint machine 
With folded arms, and an easy mien, 
As though to say, “ There’s none to be secn 
More free from care than I,’ 











——-s 


Does his wife, methinks, as careloss seem, 
Or does she lie in her bed, and dream 
Of the shouts, and cries, and rattle ? 
When the engines thunder along, and a glare 
Of red is seen in the dark night air, 
Does she start in her sleep and breathe a prayor 
For her husband in midst of battle ? 


Weaving such thoughts, I go to bed, 

But I cannot rest, for my whirling head 
Keeps harping on conflagration ; 

I see a mighty city on fire, 

And as her flames mount higher and higher, 

LT hear the thrill of the deep sea-wire 
Fraught with the grief of a nation. 


I wake—Did I dream ? I cannot stay 
To consider, for yonder, over the way, 
Is a house all smoking and burning ; 
And dismal figures, draped in white 
At the upper windows like ghosts of the night, 
Are shrieking shrilly, in dire affright 
Of the bourne whence there’s no returning. 


What a dreadful shock to awaken thus!— 
To bed all wearied out with the fuss 

Of a London shopkeeper’s day ; 
Dreaming, may be, after scanty prayers, 
Of worldly gains, and of worldly cares, 
And then to waken, and find the stairs 

In a blaze, and melting away ! 


Useless, like me, the crowd below, 
Swaying and surging to and fro, 
Does little but shout and gapo ; 
A mere unorganised rabble rout, 
Useless, but full of heart, no doubt, 
For hark! what a of joy rings out, 
“ Hurrah for the fire-escape |” 


My fireman comes with his quaint machine, 
A burning house is a nightly scene 

To him, so he’s not Sp ere ; 
He climbs for the bees of this smoking hive, ~ 
He clutches them—ono, two, threo, four, five! 
He has saved all these uncurt and alive! 

And now he mounts for the next. 


Horror! an envious tongue of fire 

Darts, like a snake, through the netting wire, 
The canvass is all aflame! 

He falls! he falls! is there none to save ? 

Ab! cruel, to think that one so brave, 

Who snatched five souls from a fiery grave, 
Should perish by the same | 
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Not really cruel. If Providence 
In place of our dull earthly sense, 

More godlike eyes had given ; 
Like Jacob’s ladder, years ago, 
Perchance that fire-escape would glow 
With angels passing to and fro 

To point the way to Heaven. 

ArTHUR Locker. 


[FROM A CORRESPONDENT. | 


Sapier’s Wets.—This theatre is rapidly 
regaining the prominent position in the esteem of 
playgoers which it formerly held for so many 
years. Under the management of Mr F. Belton, 
who is himself an actor of no slight ability, the 
entertainments nightly provided are thoroughly 
intellectual and enjoyable, and have proved to be 
the means of attracting large and respectable 
audiences during the past few weeks. During 
the last week Lucrezia Borgia has been played 
and has given us a further proof (if such were 
required) of the great talent of Miss L. Moodie, 
as actress of whom we have on previous occasions 
been able to speak in terms of the highest praise. 
This lady will make a name in her profession or 
we are very much mistaken. MrC. H. Fenton 
supports Miss Moodie, but does not evince any 
particular aptitude for the prominent position in 
which he is placed. Messrs Denison, Milo, 
Blyde, Collier, Hastings, &c., sustained the sub- 
ordinate parts. We can conscientiously recom- 
mend a visit to the Wells, and wish Mr Belton 
every success. On Friday a special interest was 
attached to the performances, the proceeds of 
which will be devoted to the funds new being 
raised on behalf of the family of the late Joseph 
Ford, the hero of the Gray’s Inn-lane fire. 


Tuearre Royar, Epinsuran.—During the 
last fortnight Mr and Mrs Alfred Wigan have 
been playing their favourite parts to large and 
appreciative audiences. Mr Wigan’s Achille, 
Talma, Dufard, John Mildmay, and Marquis de 
Belleterre, and Mrs Wigan’s Mrs Sternhold and 
Madame Bonbon are so well known that it would 
be superfluous on our part to do more than 
mention that their representation of their respec- 
tive parts was if possible superior to their former 
efforts. In addition to the above they have ap- 
peared #s Prosper Couramontand Madlle. Susanne 
de Ruseville in a comedy-drama (new in its pre- 
sent form to Edinburgh playgoers, but somewhat 
similar to a piece called The Adventures of a 
Billet Dowx, yroduced here sowe time ago by Mr 
Mathews) entitled A Scrap of Payer. Both 
artistes were admirable. The plot it 1s un- 
necessary to detail as the play had along run at 
the St James’s Theatre, London. The stock 
co pany here acquitted themselves very credit- 
ably, while Miss Jeffreys Lewis deserves special 
mention for her clever performance of Louise de 
La Glaciere in which she gave proof: ef genuine 
talert. This young lady only made her debut 
here about a year ago but is rising rapidly in her 
profession. Mr Edwards’s Baron de La Glaciere 
was also admirable delineated. Altogether Mr 
and Mrs Wigan’s engagement bas proved most 
successful and we cannot but earnestly regret 
their avowed intention of shortly qu'tting the 
stage. Naparna, 





Amuatent Performances, 


—_—_»=—— 


Ecuectic Tueatre.—A highly respectable club, 
rejoicing in the name of the Camden Comedy 
Company, gave their fourth performance at the 
above on Friday last. A large and appreciative 
audience assembled, who appeared well pleased 
with the entertainment. The Lady of Lyons was 
the piéce de résistance, the evening concluding 
with the two act drama of The Post-boy. The 
first piece, once so hackneyed at this theatre but 
now almost shelved in favour of the Byron and 
Craven style of comedies, seemed to come quite 
fresh agaio, the well-known points eliciting loud 
and hearty applause. Mr T. Hinton appeared 
as Claude Melnotte, and gave a first-rate repre- 
sentation of the part. He was manly and 
vigorous in his bearing, and spoke the long 
speeches with good accent and good discretion. 
In the garden scene he was especially good. The 
description of the lake of Como was well delivered 
and altogether was a good piece of acting. Mr 
Baker looked the part of Beausent to a T; he 
acted naturally and did not mouth the part as 
some actors think it necessary to do when playing 
it, making it a melodramatic villain instead of the 
polished gentleman and man of the world. He 
deserves great praise for the careful manner he 
went through it. Had Mr Henning spoke his 
words with more brusqueness, his General Damas 
would have been better. It is a fine part, and 
always goes down with the audience. Mr Henning 
has the advantage of a good figure and bore him- 
self like a soldier, but he hardly had sufficient 
humour; we think he could have played it better. 
He seemed afraid of overdoing it and so fell into 
the opposite extreme. It was a fair attempt for 
a young amateur, and we are glad to find this 
gentleman improves. Glavis was passably acted 
by Mr Lawrence, and the same may be said of 
the Gaspard of Mr Graham, and the part of Mons. 
Deschapelles was admirably filled up by Mr Dal- 
ton. Messrs Robinson, Thomas, and Carr went 
on for the three officers respectively, Miss Victor 
made a humorous Madame Deschapelles, and 
Miss Rosseau was excellent as the widow. Miss 
B. Payne was the Pauline and played with genu- 
ine talent. It was a highly-finished portrait of 
the proud beauty of Lyons, and in the cottage 
scene she excelled all her former efforts and 
brought down rounds of applause. At the close 
the principals were called for and received the 
congratulations of their friends, In the Post-boy 
Mr 8. D. Mitchell stood out conspicuously from 
his fellow actors; as Joe Spurrit he was capital, 
his provincial dialect adding greatly to its suc- 
cess. Some of the pathetic parts, especially in 
the first act, were finely done, and showed that 
Mr Mitchell felt the character he was aseuming ; 
he had evidently devoted great study to it, and 
the resu.it was highly satisfactory. Sir John 
Bingley was not played at all well; he neither 
looked like a baronet nor acted like one; and 
Mr Elliott seemed to take after his father, for he 
appeared nervous and uncomfortable as Bingley 
junior. Mr Robinson looked more like a mute 
than Fubbs the lighthearted, and caused intense 
amusement by his serious and melancholy appear- 
ance. He is one of those immortalized by Shak- 
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spere, ‘“ Who would not show their teeth by way 
of smile, though Nestor swear the jest be Jaugh- 
able.” Miss Payne ably supported Mr Mitchell, 
and kept the piece together by her clever acting. 
Miss Hammond looked handsome as Mrs Wharton 
and acted with care, and Miss Robins rattled 
pleasantly through the part of Lacet. We should 
advise Mr Mitchell to put this piece on again, 
for we are certain that with better supporters he 
would make a great hit of the broken-down Post- 
boy. Some rich dresses were brought by Harri- 
son, in fact we have rarely seen the Lady of 
Lyons better dressed, and Mr Wickens was res- 
ponsible for the wigs. We hope to see some more 
of this Club’s doings, for it numbers some elever 
men in its ranks. 


Tue Junron Fitzroy DraMatic Ctus, 23, 
Charlotte st., Fitzroy-sq., gave private perform- 
ances on Monday aud I uesday, Nov. 6th and 7th, 
the latter of which we had the pleasure of at- 
tending. They began with Mathews’ farce of 
Two in the Morning. Newpenny, E. Evans, 
and Stranger, C. Pride. The fuu of this amusing 
dialogue was very well kept up, and with the 
exceptions of one or two awkward coutretemps, 
it went famously. A little more spitit in New- 
penny and a little less in the Stranger, (though 
he did not keep it up) would have been a de- 
cided improvement ; however, so well did they 
play on the whole, that they each received the 
honour of acall. The pretty scene is especially 
deserving of commendation, Then followed 
Byron’s burlesque Miller and his Men. This was 
performed, dreesed, and put upon the stage in 
a highly creditable imanner, reflecting great 
praise upon both actors, costumier, etage- 
manager, aud above all scene painter. Grindoff 
was played well by Mr J. Parlby, who appeared 
to have a keen{appreciation of the rich humour, 
with which the part is invested, Mr (. Pride 
was Lothiar, and what with his native humour 
dress, singing, and dancing the part told ex- 
ceedingly well with the audience. Mr W. 
Howard was Count Friberg; be was deservedly 
encored in his song “A member of the aristo- 
cracy.” Karl, his tiger, Mr W. Whittaker, iu- 
deed, we are almost inclined to award the palm 
tohim. Mr G. Kember as Kelmar was not the 
most satisfactory, though in pout of acting and 
make-up he showed the genius of an artist, 
Riber, Golotz, aud Zingra were played ina 
tuffian manner by Messrs J. Horrey, A. Minno, 
and J, Wooding, one of whom received an en- 
thusiastic encore for a well-executed dance in 
the third scene. Miss Nelby Horrey was an in- 
telligent and interesting Clandine, although at 
times sbe was scarcely audible. Ravina by Mr 
E. Evans was capitally made-up and well played, 
but we would advise this gentleman to throw a 
little more life in Ravina when be plays it again, 
Nearly all the songs and dances were encored 
and the amateurs evidently entered into the 
spirit of their undertaking, they attempted no 
more than they were able to do, which is in it- 
self a compliment, since it is very seldom we 
can say that of amateurs. We cannot 
sufficiently congratulate the company on the 
acquisition of Mr J. Parlby, the scene-painter ; 
he is @ hostin himself. The Cavern scene, in 





which the lime light probably made its first ap- 
pearance here, was a triumph, and it could not 
have been better arranged on the boards of many 
of our theatres. Miss Evans arranged the music 
in which she was sometimes assisted by Mr A. 
Kentletonion the violin; this young gentleman 
evinced a commendable spirit of inquiry—for 
every moment when he was not fiddling he had 
hie head between the curtains, reminding us of 
Punch and the clown dodging each other ina 
street show. Mr E. Evans’s excellent stage- 
Management contributed no little to the success 
of the entertainment. The dress and scenery 
were evidently got up regardless of expense and 
on a scale of magnificence fer an amateur per- 
formance. We once more compliment the ene 
tire club. A VISITOR. 


Lapproke Tueatre.—The celebrated infant 
Roscius of the latter half of the 19th century, 
Master John Manley, gave an entertainment 
here last Friday, assisted by his father, Mr 
Manley, who is himself an actor of no mean 
ability ; indeed had he not been thoroughly 
vereed in the manifold accomplishments that go 
to make an efficient artist he could not have so 
ably trained his wonderfully clever child, whose 
dramatic instincts go hand in hand with bis cul- 
ture, and whose precocity is simply astonishing. 
So much has been written in the public press 
concerning Master Manley that we can add no 
remarks of our own on his talent that have not 
already been made. We, may, however, say 
that towards the close of the pathetic scene in 
which he enacts Paul Dombey he appeared some- 
what exhausted. We think it right to point out 
the impression his efferts made on us, lest his 
powers should be unduly taxed, ‘To see at the 
tender age of seven that slender form, those 
intellectual features, that clear, musical voice, 
all stretched to concert pitch we cannot but 
sympathize with the dear little fellow, and trust 
that he will be induced to husband his resources. 
He was well supported in his scenes from the 
Waterman and Dombey by Miss Alice Hilton, 
who played Wilhelmina and Florence, This 
young lady appeared at the St James’s Theatre, 
and-has many requisites for the stage, Animated, 
bright and good-looking, she gives promise of 
great talent asasoubrette. The scene from King 
John, in which the Manleys pere et fils, personate 
Hubert and Arthur, was really touching. No- 
thing more pathetic fell trom such juvenile lips. 
A scene from Rip Van Winkle in which the 
little boy appeared as Rip, was also given. Had 
Master Manley lived in the days of Betty, all 
London would have run after him. In these 
times people admire and applaud, but precocious 
talent no longer creates a furore. The Spectre 
Bridegroom, capitally played by Messrs Dan- 
bridge, Laytop, W. Payne, &c., and the Misses 
Hilton wnd French served as a laughable pre- 
lude to the more serious business of the evening, 

eee eee 

Mr Sothern has met with immense success in 
New York. Our readers will be sure of this 
when we tell them that his share of receipts at 
Niblo’s for the first week of his engagement 
amounted to nearly 5,000 dollars (a little over 
£1,000). 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS, 





F. Crane, Corumpran.—Your letter should have been sent to 
the Printers, 335, Strand, or to the Editor, 20, Frederick-st., 
King’s Cross-road. 

Comvs is quite correct. He has won the bet. 

W. H. Move.ey.—James Wallack was born in the year 1792, 
He first appeared at the Surrey Theatre in 1806, as the 
Sailor Boy in a drama called the Fulse Friend. 

A 8uB.—We have published many letters on the same subject. 
We must decline the insertion. 


A ConsTanT Reaper.—We always give a complete index at 
the end of the volume. 


W. Y.—Came to hand, We will give it our best consideration: 


IMPORTANT. 

G@™ It is requested that all business communications and 
advertisements (prepaid) be sent to the Printers, 3354, Strand 
(top floor); but all private letters, tickets for performances, 
ra toMr W, BESTOW, 20, Freperick-street, King’s Cross- 
Toad, 


LIST OF AGENTS FOR THE SALE OF THE 
THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 

ALLEN, Warwick-lane, City. 
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HOPCROFT, 16, Little Queen-street, Holborn; 
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NUNN, 63, Ledbury-road, Westbourne-grove, W 
PATTIE, Ivy-lane, City. 
PLUMMER, Theobalds-road. 
POTTER, St. John-street-road. 
PURKISS, 60, Compton-street, Soho. 
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VICKERS, 317, Strand. 
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THE WREKIN CLUB, 


THE conversaziones of old at the Wrekin, 
in Broad-court, Drury-lane, have died away 
from ear and almost memory ; but their spirit 
remains at least with me, though the sym- 
posium and the house in which it was carried 
on are now no more. Aye, but I say again, 
with Shaksperian emphasis, of those sym- 
posia— 

“ E’en in their ashes live their wonted fires.” 

Enthralled by this spirit, I am emboldened 
to renew those half professional conversations 
held at the Wrekin—in brief, to establish a 
Wrekin Club of the present day, and report its 
evening proceedings in the T.J. ‘In my mind’s 
eye, Horatio,” do I so report our Wrekin. 
Thou wilt be satisfied, I hope, with the way 
in which I prefer to make actors, dramatists, 
and critics talk of things pertaining to their 
professions in the seances inaugurated with 
this the first meeting of the club. ‘ Read, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digest.” 


or first sitting on Wednesday, Oct. 25. There 
being no minutes to read, not a minute was 
lost in commencing the proceedings. The 
subject of the evening was “ The Burlesque 
and Extravaganza Drama,” now so popular 
at the new theatres—those graceful temples 
of the modern drama that constitute the more 
ornamental public buildings of the Strand, 
anno domini 1871. Present, the following 
members of the Wrekin Club: Messrs Holly- 
head, Blancher, Phipps, Courtly, Malvern. 
Mr Hollyhead in the chair: The subject of 
the evening is “ Burlesque-Extravaganza” 
—whether it has had its day, or may still be 
allowed its run o’ nights. Let our talk be as 
near to the point as will allow of the pinnacle 
being reached from its natural basis. Mr 
Malvern, I understand, has something to say 
on Burlesque. I claim for the rubicund face 
of our old acquaintance a fair reception. 
Malvern having taken off his glasses (the 
two on his eyebrows, and another on the table, 
filled with toddy) thus began the night’s con- 
versazione :—Mr Maloern: Why not take the 
most natural means of providing material for 
your burlesque ? I was passing late at night 
along a dreary street in the city on my way 
home to a northern suburb, when I heard the 
sounds of a violin issuing from a belated tay- 
ern. Some itinerant musician played the 
sweet, soft, subduing Scottish air, I think, 
called ‘* Highland Laddie.” The thought at 
once struck me—what a capital chorus that 
would make! Say a chorus was required in 
which some oriental tyrant was about to pro- 
nounce the doom of the whole posse of his 
courtiers whom he had convicted as conspi- 
rators against his rule. The tyrant, however, 
relents in a song, and pardons them ; where- 
upon the courtiers, an eccentric lot of masks, 
with drivelling, woe-begone, long faces, sing— 
“Oh, when and oh where, shall we find one like 


him ? 
He’s good as his toddy ; his heart’s at the brim!” 


They go off with a deprecating air, bowing 
low and abjectly. Now I fancy that sort of 
chorus would go off well with an audience. 
It would strikingly contrast with the turbulent 
temper and speech of the despot; it would 
show a spice of humour in the chorus ; and 
it is owing to odd and eccentric opposition or 
comparison that the most striking contrasts in 
burlesque are produced. Besides, you tak 

the natural incident of the itinerant’s fiddle 
for the basis of your chorus ; as its tune takes 
possession of your ear at once, so the tune 
would have the like effect on the stage.— 
Blancher: By my halidome, it is well argued ; 
only we do not often come upon such oppor- 
tunities; and our work must be done ‘to 
order.” It cannot wait while, like Harounal 





The Wrekin Club met for its inaugural 
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search of song and humour.—Phipps (male- 
volently) : No, you have your Christy Min- 
strel element always ready at your elbow, and 
draw from that.—Hollyhead: Something too 
much of this Christy material methinks.— 
O’Byrn: Overdone, i’ faith: like the story of 
Dr Johnson’s pudding, which was boiled in 
the ould Scotch wife’s nightcap.—Hollyhead : 
What would be your recipe for a burlesque, 
Mr Malvern ?—Malvern: I speak but as a 
critic and general observer of dramatic move- 
ments, when I own (start not!) it is my im- 
pression that the Iliad would make a good 
burlesque (universal groan, the Iliad !).— 
Malvern: Or better still, say the Odyssey !— 
Hollyhead: The Odyssey is a good word; the 
Iliad, I think, has been done before.—Phipps : 
Overdone ; toasted to death.— Malvern: Surely 
something could be done with the archery 
scene in the fine old comedy-epic of the 
Greek Poet Homer. Chance for the ladies 
of the balle-—“ bow and arrow dance.’”’ Cho- 
rus by the euitors— 
“ Love is an archer so swift with his arrow ; 
His shaft hits the heart, which it wounds to the 
marrow.” 
&e., &e., &c.—Phipps: All very well; but 
will the lines run to music? will they fit in a 
tune ?>—Blancher: Doubt if they would. 
When I get home I’ll try them on my cottage 
piano.—O’Byrn (to Phipps): Faith, the very 
jangling ’armonium he bought of me six years 
ago, for an old song, he newly set for 
my pastoral piece! That ould piany was as 
cracked as crone Mahony’s spinnet, which 
wouldn’t play anything but ‘* Groves of Blar- 
ney ” in high Dutch.—Hollyhead: Well, 
enough for the present. It is getting late, and 
Iam to dine at the ‘‘ Wood Devil” at 11, to 
make out the bill for next week’s perform- 
ances. I exercise my privilege as president of 
the club to declare the seance adjourned until 
Wednesday next. The clubbists fill their 
pipes, and gather round the fireplace for a 
parting glass and chat on things in general, 
before departing for their several homes. So, 
reader, here’s to our next meeting. (Malvern 
finishes his glass and exit.) 


a me cr 


GREAT HUMORISTS.—II. 


THEODORE HOOK. 

Tuat remarkable bon vivant, Theodore 
Hook, was considered a great humorist in his 
day, but the character of his wit partook of 
the antics of a great and impudent schoolboy 
whose ears ought to have been boxed, rather 
than of the scathing irony of Swift and 
Talleyrand, or the dazzling polish of Sheridan 
or Sydney Smith. Hook was clever, but he 


enjoyed a too confident opinion of his own 
ability, and at times his pranks and practical 
jokes surpassed impertinence. As his bon 
mots were a source of amusement to the 
public, it may not be out of place to reproduce 
some of them, so as to show the slender 
foundation on which a reputation for wit is 
sometimes built. 

When a stripling he was induced by his 
elder brother, James, to enter himself at St. 
Mary’s Hall, Oxford. On being asked by 
the Vice-Chancellor if he was prepared to 
sign the thirty-nine Articles, he said, ‘‘O 
yes! forty if you like!’ He was desired to 
withdraw, and it required all the interest of 
his brother who luckily knew the Vice- 
Chancellor, to induce him to overlook the 
offence. 

One evening, before this event, Hook and 
some old schoolfellows were carousing, when 
at a late hour, the proctor made his appear- 
ance and said to our hero—‘‘Pray, sir, are you 
a member of the university ??’—‘‘ No, sir,” 
said Hook, bowing respecfully, ‘‘ Pray, sir, 
are you?’ The Proctor held out his ample 
sleeve, ‘* You see this, sir?”’—‘‘Ah !” returned 
Hook, examining the fabric with great 
earnestness, ‘“‘ Yes, I perceive—Manchester 
velvet; and may I take the liberty of en- 
quiring how much you might have given per 
yard for this article?’ His quiet impertur- 
bability of manner was more than the Proctor 
could stand, and he was forced to withdraw 
amid shouts of laughter. 

Hook had a happy knack of dining un- 
invited at the houses of strangers. In this 
he was successful no less by his unblushing 
impudence than by his really remarkable 
powers as an improvisatore. Once he and his 
friend Terry, the actor, found their way into 
the mansion of a gentleman who was enter- 
teiaing a select company, and having spent a 
pleasant evening the intruders were about to 
depart, when the host begged to be favoured 
with their names. Whereupon Hook seated 
himself at the piano and thus explained him- 
self :— 

“T am very much pleased with your fare, 
Your cellar’s as prime as your cook; 
My friend’s Mr Terry the player, 
And I’m Mr Theodore Hook.”’ 
(To be continued.) 





In aid of the Clerkenwell Benevolent Society a 
benefit will take place at Sadler’s Wells Theatre 
on Wednesday next. A very attractive entertain- 
ment is announced, and in the course of the 
evening Mr Belton will address the visitors on 
the beneficent results of the society. 

A new burlesque by Mr Byron will be produced 
at the Vaudeville on Saturday next. 

Mr Albery is writiig a new comedy for the 
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MY FIRST NIGHT. 
BY RICHARD GASTON. 
How well I remember my first night of acting, 
How easy I thought ’twas to go through a part ; 
I'd seen a few plays, and my mind was excited 
To join in the ranks of the Thespian art. 
But never was | in my life eo mistaken ; 
When the dread moment came that I took up the 
cue, 
The words and my courage both failed me 
together ; 
Oh how glad when the curtain shut the house 
from my view ! 


I soon found that study and thought were re. 
quired 

To go through with credit e’en the humblest part ; 

The presumption to think that, without prepara- 
tion 

I could master at once a mst difficult art. 

"Tis the fatal mistake of the Amateur actor, 

Of flying so high and attempting too much, 

As seen in the youth who begins with Othello 

Or parts that old actors are chary to touch. § 


The advice is not pleasant to the would-be tra- 
gedian, 
To begin as a servant or some small speaking 
art ; 
But etude to be done when no easier method 
Has e’er been discovered for learning the art ? 
We acknowledge a trade will take years to 


acquire, 

We know what hard work and exertions are 
made; 

Is the stage then so easy that we need no 
instruction, 


Or the attention aud study we devote to a trade? 


But with different feelings we follow the drama; 
When Time sternly shows us the follies of youth, 
We see with a vision made clear by experience 
How far we dare venture consistent with truth. 
We blush to look back on the errors committed, 
The pain we have caused to our innocent friends, 
And regretting the past we determine the future 
Shall show in our actings we can make them 
amends. 


’Tis a pleasant amusement our Amateur acting, 

I know of few better leisure hours to fill ; 

But those who would shine in the line they have 
chosen 

Must begin very bumble{and work with a will ; 

For what is learnt easy is not worth the learning, 

It never repays the short time that is spent, 

But our @ifficult art is always worth knowing 

And the years we devote to it we can never 
repent. 


— 





Mr Barry Sullivan has been performing to 
excellent houses at the Liverpool Amphitheatre. 
As Richelieu and the Stranger his impersonations 
are spoken of as almost faultless. Miss Kate 
Saville has been also well received. 

Mrs John Wood will appear at the Adelphi at 
Christmas. 

Master Jobn Manley is engaged for the Drury- 
lane pantomime. 

Miss Isabe) Bateman will shortly commence a 


Srerney Mervat Inerruction Socinty.—On 
Wednesday evening, November 8th, Mr Somerville 
gave a reading of the Hesr-at-Law to the members 
of the above society, held at the Three Compasses 
Tavern, Sidney-st., Mile End-road. Mr Somer. 
ville displayed considerable power in his reading 
of the piece, which was listened to by a most 
reapectable audience. Asa reader Mr Somerville 
possesses abilities of no mean order. Free 
admission was given by the members of the 
society to the public, who appeared to appreciate 
the evening’s instruction and amusement. 


J.F.R, 
——_-- 


Barry Sullivan, as usual, has created a furore in 
Liverpool, large numbers having been turned 
away from all parts of the house on each evening 
since the commencement of his engagement. 

Madlle. Nilsson, with her accustomed 
liberality, has sent a handsome donation to the 
Chicago Fire Fund, besides singing for the tenefit 
of the sufferers. 

The Howard Pauls have been recently perform- 
ing in @ condensed version of Fra Diavolo in 
Liverpool, #nd the loca! press speak of it in terms 
of unqualified eulogy. 

Mr Howard Paul, Mr Toole, and several other 
well-known performers gave a benefit in Liverpool 
a few days since for the sufferers by the Chicago 
fire. 

Miss Fanny Heywood, favourably known in the 
provinces in English opera, has been engaged by 
Mr W. H. L. Bateman, and will make her first 
appearance this season on Monday next as 
Gertrude, in Planché’s Loan of a Lover. 

The last week of Mr Bennett's instructive 
panorama of the late war, at the Agricultural 
Hall, is announced. On’'the 21st instant the 
whole will be transferred to Bayswater. 

Mr Brittain Wright will, for the third season, 
have a prominent part in Mr Blanchard’s forth- 
vo pantomime of Xing Arthur at Drury- 

ane. 

Mapamun Tussaubd’s.—Some new, costly, and 
most magnificent dresses have recently been 
purchased by the management for their popular 
exhibition. They have been copied with much 
care from the authentic paintings of the six 
wives of Henry VIII. in the South Kensington 
Mnseum, for the portrait models of the same 
characters in the Baker-street Gallery. 

Hotioway’s OmnTMENT AND PiLis.— Gout 
Rbeumatism, Sciatica.— These maladies are 
always more or less connected with disorder or 
disease of the digestive organs, hence the facility 
with which they yield to Holloway’s remedies. 
Tempory alleviation immediately follows the 
proper application of this soothing ointment, 
while the pills, taken internally, reduce the 
digestive functions to order, and avert all in- 

flammatory tendencies. Nervous invalids will 
derive ease and consolation from the influence of 
these inedicaments, which are free from mercury 
and all noxious ingredients. Holloway’s cele- 
brated ointment and pills present, at a trifling 
outlay, the means of preserving the health or u 
rooting diseases which have assailed the body 
through accident, luxury, indolence, or other 





provincial tour. 
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REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 


ALLIANCE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Manager, Mr A. 
Westbrook ; Secretary, Mr R. Balley, No. 10, Serle- 
street, Lincoln’s Inn; to whom all communications 
should be addressed. 


BELGRAVE DRAMATIC CLUB, Established 
1870.—Club room ‘ Queen Arms,” Warwick-street, 
Pimlico, S.W. Acting-Manager, Mr C. Pollett; 
Stage-Manager, Mr E. Christie; Hon. Sec. and 
Treasurer, Mr W, Miller. For particulars as to ad- 
mission, &c., in this select club, apply by letter te the 
Sec. as above. 


BELGRAVE STROLLERS. Registered.—This first- 
class West-End Dramatic Club meet for rehearsal 
every Monday Evening at 8 o’clock at their Club 
Room at Harris’s Music Library, 33, Rathbone-place, 
W. Musical Director, Leader, and Composer, Mr 
Joseph R. W. Harding, R.A.M.; Stage-manager, 
Mr mo Field; acting-manager and. secretary, Mr 
Henry Walgrave, to whom all communications must 
be addrossed. 


CITY MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC SOCIETY.— 
This Dramatic Class meets for rehearsal every Wed- 
nesday evening at 8 o’clock in Albion Hall, London 
Wall. Manager, Mr F. M. Wenborn; hon. sec. for 
Dramatic Class, Mr A. Tracey Middleton ; hon. secs. 
for the Society, Mr J. H. Caseley, and Mr W. Bourne. 


COMEDIANS.—Meet every Monday evening at 8 
o’clock, at 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy-square, W. All 
applications for admission of new members te be made 
to the secretary at the above address. President and 
secretary, Mr G. Wood. Managers, Messrs Walter 
Franklen and George Pauncefort. 


COMUS DRAMATIC CLUB.—This first-class West- 
End Club assembles every Wednesday evening at 7, 
at 45, Chancery-lane, W.C. For particulars as to ad- 
mission for members or for performances, apply b 
letter to the Acting-Manager at the Club-room. y. 
~ Buckstone, Esq., T. R. Haymarket, Hon. Presi- 

ent. 


MUTUAL DRAMATIC CLUB.—Meet every Thurs- 
day evening at 8.30 at the PLoucHu Tavern, aici 
street, Oxford-street. Manager, Mr B. Conte; 
secretary, Mr AL¥p. JAMES. Rules may be had on 
application. 


REYNOLDS’ THESPIAN DRAMATIC CLUB, 44, 
Sun-street, #insbury-square, meet for Rehearsal 
every Wedvesday evening at 8 o’clock; entrance fee, 
ls. ; terms nominal ; members free from all responsi- 
bility ; every requisite procured. Professional instruc- 
tion given; an advantage given over all other drama- 
tic Clubs. Performances will take place when perfect, 
in which Mr Reynolds will appear, assisted by his 
ay oval For particulars address with stamp for reply, 
to Edwin Reynolds, Tragedian, as above. 


SIDDONIAN DRAMATIC CLUB, 
Every Thursday evening at 9 at the ‘Plough’ 
Tavern, Museum-street, Oxford-street. Manager, 
Mr H Williams ; stage-manager, Mr John Caffrey ; 
treasurer, Mr J, Cantor ; secretary, Mr Sam. Thomas, 


THETIS DRAMATIC CLUB. Established 1868,— 
Manager, Mr R. Horsley Woods. Acting Manager 
and Secretary, Mr Cyril J. Mullett. Meetings every 
Wednesday at 8 p.m. This Club is now conducted on 
a novel and original system, possessing peculiar ad- 
vantages to members. Ladies or Gentlemen desirous 
of joining this select club are requested to communi- 
cate with the Manager, at 37, Markham-square, S.W 





Est. 1862,.— 





Applications to be addressed as above. 





A morning performance ot the 7’empest will be 
given at the Queen’s next Saturday. Those of 
our readers who live in the suburbs and do not 
—- be out late at night, should take advantage 
of this. 





“I thank God, Ihave been so well brought up that IT can 
write my name.”—2 “* Henry VI.,” act 4, scene 2, 


WARBURTOW’S 


SHAKSPERE COPYBOOKS. 


No. I., PRICE SIXPENCE. 








HE COPIES set in these BOOKS consist of care- 
fully selected passages from SHAKSPERE’S plays, 
so that the pupil, whilst writing the Exercises, may at 
the’ same time be ee with many of the noble 
lessons inculcated by the great poet. 
Cassell, Petter, and Galpin, Ludgate Hill, London. 





Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Art. 

AMUEL MAY, ‘lheatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street 
i) Covent-garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies and 
Gentlemen engaged in AMATEUR PERFORM- 
ANCES for the SALE or HIRE of STAGE COS- 
TUME. A large assortment of every necessary for the 
same. WARDROBES MADE TO ORDER. Per- 
sons about to follow tue profession will do well to give 
Mr MAY an order fo. an outfit ; costume, elegance, 
economy, and punctuality all studied, Mind the address, 

SAMUEL MAY, 35, BOW STREET. 


PAMPHILON 


Hotel and Aestaurant, 


27, BRYDGES STREET, STRAND. 
UNDER ENTIRE NEW MANAGEMENT OF 


JOEN HART, 


And ef the Northumberland Arms, Russell-stree(, 
Covent Garden. 


DINNERS A LA CARTE. 

HOT JOINTS from 12 till 8. SUPPERS from 8 till 1, 

SOUPS, FISH, ENTREES, CUTLETS, AND 
TRIPE, &. 


WINES, SPIRITS, AND CIGARS OF THE 
FINEST QUALITY. 

HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS. 
BASS’ S Ales, REID'S Celebrated Stout, and Fine Scotch 
Ales, on draught. 

GOOD BEDS. 


Dramatic Olub. 

] ADIES AND GENTLEMEN desirous of awe 4 
4 members of a select Club, just formed in the Sout 
Western District of London, apply by letter for informa- 

tion to C. B. G., 43, Claverton-st., Pimlico, S.W. 


The Stage. The Stage. 
|= and GENTLEMEN prepared for the Dra 
matic Profession and Engagements procured, Ad- 

dress, stamped envelope for reply, to EL>Dw1N REYNOLDs, 
Tragedian, 44, Sun-street, Finsbury. 

Amateur performances superintended and acknow-~ 
ledged. Stage business taught, 

N.B.—Members wanted for a new Dramatic Club, 











EDITOR'S COMPLIMENTARY BENEFIT. 


Ir is with much pleasure that we now announce the 
recovery of Mr Edwin Reynolds, the eminent tragedian 
who is now able to attend his professional duties, an 
who will be happy to meet the friends of the Editor to 
make the necessary arrangements for his Benefit. The 
meeting will take place on Monday, 20th Nov., at Eight 
o’clock in the evening, at the residence of E. Reynolds 
Esq., 44, Sun-street, Finsbury-square, when itis ho 
those ladies and gentlemen who are hearty in the cause 
willattend. The chair will be taken by E. Reynolds, 
Esq., who will give.every necessary information, 
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BiJOU THEATRE, ARCHER STREET, WESTBOURNE GROVE. 


THE BELGRAVE STROLLERS, 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20th, 1871, 


Will appear, under distinguished Patronage, in 
THe MBE SCHBA NRT OF VEWICze 
Portia - Miss Hampden. Nerissa - Mrs Montague. Jessica - Miss Kate Stirling. 
And the Comedy of 
THE HETR-AT-LAW 


The Band under the direction of Mr Joseph R. W. Harding. Admission, 1s., 2s., 3s. Commence at 7. 


MATIOMAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 


218, HIGH HOLBORN. 


\ oe POPULAR, COMMODIOUS, anp ELEGANTLY DECORATED BALL ROOM IS OPEN 
EVERY EVENING for 
CONCERT AND DANCING. 
Every attention is paid to ensure the comfort of visitors, 

The well-known Excellent BAND plays nightly selections of the newest and best Conipositions, including the 

Princess Louise Waltz, Lord of Lorne Lancers, and Bride of Lorne Quadrille. 

Doors open at Jalf-past Eight. Close at Twelve o'clock. 
Admission throughout the establishment 1s, 
Musica] Director, Mr, W. M. PACKER, R.A.M. 


THEATRE ROYAL SADLERS WELLS. 


SOLE LESSEE AND PROPRIETOR—MR F. BELTON. 


AST FIVE NIGHTS OF THE PRESENT PROGRAMME..---This (Saturday), and until Friday next. 

Performances will commence with the admired Comedy, FAINT HEART NEVER WON FAIR LADY, 

in which Mr F. Belton will appear. To be followed by the Romantic Drama of LUCREZIA BORGIA, or The 

Poisoner, in which Mr J. Collier, Mr C. Fenton, Miss Louie Moodie, and the company will appear. ‘To conclude 

with the Farce of RAISING THE WIND. Mr F. Belton and Mr Lewis Ball. On Wednesday next, Benefit 

of the Clerkenwell Benevolent Sozicty. ‘The Theatre is entirely re-decorated and all Fees abolished. Commence 
at Seven, Acting Manager, Mr A. B. Viner. 


y Madame Tussaua’s Exhibition Baker-street. 

ST. GEORGE § THEATRE, ()*portaatr® wards of THREE Le hn a eer 
es . RAIT MODELS of CELEBRITIES an 

LANGHAM PLACE, characters of the present and past times ; amongst them 


portrait models of the lateGEORGE PEABODY, Esq. 
GRAND SPECIAL PERFORMANCE, the late Madame GRISI, and Prince Pierre BON 

















THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7 PARTE. Also, the entire line of English Kings and 
is : : 4 Queens from William the Conqueror. 
For the Benefit of the Widow of New and magnificent court dresses by Worth of Paris 
THE LATE MR JAMES FLEXMAN. Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 

Doors open at half-past Six, commence at Seven with id ADDED a magnificent marriage group of 
THE SLEEPING DRAUGHT, H.R.H. the Princess LOUISE and the Marquis of 
followed by LORNE, the attire being an exact fac-simile of that 

THE SCHOUL FOR SCANDAL worn in St. George’s Chapel, Windsor. 

’ 


Passengers by Metropolitan Railway stop at Baker 


and concluding with street Station. 


HIGH LIFE BELOW STAIRS. 


Ladies and Gentlemen willing to assist the cause are| Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
respectfully informed that a few parts are vacant, and N VIEW, PORTRAIT MODELS of the EM- 
that the Tickets are now ready for disposal, Admission | PEROR and EMPRESS of the FRENCH and 
Is. ; Balcony, 2s. ; Stalls, 3s.; Fauteuils, 5s.; Private PRINCE IMPERIAL; also Marshal Bazaine, Mar- 
Boxes, £2 2s. shal Canrobert, General Trochu, &c. 

Admission, 1s, ; children under ten, 6d. ; extra rooms, 
d,—Open from 9 a.m, till 10 p.m, 








All communications respecting tickets may be ad- 
dressed to Mr Alfred Darkie, Acting Manager and ¢ 
Treasurer, 17, Gresse-st., Rathbone-place, W. { 








King’s Cross Theatre 
M" be engaged by Amateurs, with all the modern 
improvements and decorations, on reasonable terms. 
Instruction rendered with practice, Apply to John 
Dryden, 7, Euston-road, N,W. 


Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o’clock, b 
Vickers at 317, Strand, for the Proprietor, W. BESTO 
To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns. 
Communications to be forwarded to Q0, Frederick-street: 
King’s Cross-road. 
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